PREFACE.

THE following pages contain a complete, and, it is
believed, an accurate set of Bengalese Zumeendaree
accounts*

The only work of a similar nature that has
hitherto issued from the press was published by Mr.
Gladwin, in the year 1790; and it is now out of
print.

The omissions that were made in Mr. Gladwin's
work, and designated by him as " useless details and
repetitions," tended, however, most materially to
render those accounts extremely indistinct; for all
Zumecndareo papers are so blended together, that
the omission of a single part renders the whole
almost unintelligible.

In the present work, every detail has been in-
cluded ; and a few explanatory remarks have been
moreover prefixed to the Accounts, that will tend to
elucidate them; and it is trusted that the compila-
tion altogether will be of some use in facilitating an
accurate acquaintance with Zumeendaree details, and
in promoting both the interests of the government
and the happiness of the people.

The separation of the pages in the original Ben-
galese accounts is indicated in the translation by a
thick line across the page.